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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

In order to ensure compliance with the applicant's duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.56 and §1.97(a)-(d), Applicant hereby submits this Information Disclosure Statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b)(3). 
To the best of Applicants' knowledge, this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before 
the date of mailing of a first Office Action on the merits in connection with this application. 

Alternatively, Applicant requests consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c)(1). The references listed in the annexed Form PTO-1449 were cited in 
an April 1 4, 2007 official action in connection with a counterpart European patent application. A 
copy of the April 14, 2007 European official action is also enclosed herewith. Each reference 
listed in the Form PTO-1449 annexed to this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

It is respectfully requested that the information cited in the annexed Form PTO-1449 be 
considered by the Examiner in connection with the above-identified patent application, and that 
such art be made of record in said application. 
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The citation of the listed items is not a representation that they constitute a complete or 
exhaustive listing of the relevant art or that these items are prior art. The items listed are 
submitted in good faith, but are not intended to substitute for the Examiner's search. It is hoped, 
however, that in addition to apprising the Examiner of the particular items, they will assist in 
identifying fields of search and in making as full and complete a search as possible. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement is not an admission that the 
information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 



The Patent Office is hereby authorized to charge any fees that are required for 
consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement and to credit any overpayment to our 
Deposit Account No. 06-2140. 



C.F.R. §1. 56(b). 
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Date 
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Micro Contacts Inc 





Communication pursuant to Article 96(2) EPC 

The examination of the above-identified application has revealed that it does not meet the requirements 

ncT?JSt£^\ C0nVent, ? n f °: ,h ° reasons encl °*ed herewith. If the deficiencies indicated are 
not rectified the application may be refused pursuant to Article 97(1 ) EPC. 

r^^J^SS t0 /?JT- observati ? ns and insofar a s the deficiencies are such as to be rectifiable, to 
correct the indicated deficiencies within a period ' 

of 4 months 

S^Sd^PC* 1 ' 8 COmmunication ' this period bein 9 computed in accordance with Rules 78(2) 
s^t^ C,aimS and draWin9S is t0 be ,iled within < he ™« P»tod on 
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Primary Examiner 
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Datum rioh 

Data 17.04.2007 K, 1 iJ-SSi 

Demande n°: 



Date Fe^ll 1 Application No.: 02 394 117.2 



The examination is being carried out on the following application documents: 

Description, Pages 

1-1 0 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 "21 as originally filed 

31.03.2003 with letter of 25.03.2003 

25.08.2003 with letter of 21.08.2003 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/5-4/5 received on 

5/5 received on 



Reference is made to the following documents; the numbering will be adhered to in 
the rest of the procedure: 

D1: US 2003/008125 A1 (DELANOY CURT ET AL) 9 January 2003 (2003-01-09) 
D2: US-B1 -6 444 1 02 (VESELASKI STEPHEN ET AL) 3 September 2002 (2002-09- 
03) 

D3: US-A-4 460 633 (KOBAYASHI HIROYASU ET AL) 17 July 1984 (1984-07-17) 



The drawings filed with the letter dated 21 .08.2003 introduce subject-matter which 
extends beyond the content of the application as filed, contrary to Article 123(2) EPC. 
The surface of the central layer of figure 13 is covered with parallel lines. This is 
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however not the case in the originally filed figure 13. 

The application does not meet the requirements of Article 84 EPC, because claim 1 
is not clear. In claim 1 the "carbon fiber elements in each layer are aligned in 
substantially the same direction". This is however not the case in page 6, lines 3-28 
and figures 3-5, see especially lines 6-8 and 28. Therefore, this subject-matter does 
not fall w.th.n the scope of the claims. This inconsistency between the claims and the 
descnption leads to doubt concerning the matter for which protection is sought 
thereby rendering the claims unclear. The inconsistency should be removed This can 
be done by indicating in the description that the embodiments concerned do not form 
part of the invention but represents background art that is useful for understanding 
the invention (see the Guidelines C-lll, 4.3(iii)). 



In case the Applicant intents to file a new set of claims he is requested to take into 
consideration the following remarks: 



The independent claim should be written in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
29(1) EPC, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features 
known in combination from the prior art (document D2) being placed in the preamble 
(Rule 29(1 )(a) EPC) and with the remaining features being included in the 
characterising part (Rule 29(1 )(b) EPC). The following proposal fulfils the 
requirements of Rule 29(1) EPC: 

"An electrical device for transmitting electrical signals and for movable contact with an 
electrically conductive track, the device comprising a contact formed of a composite 
carbon fiber material having at least one layer of carbon fiber elements, wherein the 
carbon fiber elements in each layer are aligned in substantially the same direction 
and free ends of the layer of carbon fiber elements are adapted to contact said 
electrically conductive track, characterised in that said at ^ nn e | avflr nf rarhnn 
fiber elements is sandwiched between first and second mats formed of nonwoven 
carbon fibers with a thermoplastic resin coating on outer surfaces of said first and 



91CSX 



J 



Bescheld/Protokoll (Aniage) Communication/Minutes (Annex) Notlflcatlon/Proces-verbal (Annexe) 

Datum RinH 

Data 17 OA. 9 0 07 -> Anmelde-Nr: 

Data 1 /. 04. 2007 sheet 3 Application No, 0 2 3 9 4 1 1 7 . 2 
heullla Demande n°: 



second mats". 



4.2 The features of the claims should be provided with reference signs placed in 

parentheses to increase the intelligibility of the claims (Rule 29(7) EPC). This applies 
to both the preamble and characterising portion (see the Guidelines, C-lll, 4.1 1). 



4.3 To meet the requirements of Rule 27(1 Xb) EPC, D2 should be identified in the 
description and the relevant background art disclosed therein should be briefly 
discussed. 
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